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Dear Friends,

Because this newsletter covers both months December and January, it also covers
the beginnings of a new liturgical year and a new calendar year. The season of Advent,
which points forward to the birth of Christ and his triumphal return, begins each new
liturgical year. This year, our gospel focus will be on Luke, a master storyteller and engaging
writer. Luke gives us the good Samaritan, the prodigal son, the promise to the thief on the
cross that he will be with Jesus in paradise, and other powerful stories of God’s grace.

With the new calendar year, we will thank outgoing elders and deacons and ordain
and install new officers. We are blessed to have many capable people who serve the Lord
and this church faithfully through the Session and Board of Deacons. This year’s transition
to new leaders will be on January s5th.

The work of the church is coordinated by five primary session ministries, or
committees. They are Caring, which will be chaired in 2025 by Betsy Marlowe and is
primarily responsible for all the events in the Fellowship Hall that involve food - think
potluck suppers, wassail during Advent, our annual Thanksgiving feast, etc. The Caring
Ministry meets on the first Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m. at church. Christian
education in our congregation is overseen by the Discipleship Ministry. In 2025, Discipleship
will be chaired by James Jackson. This committee reviews curriculum, approves Sunday
school teachers, schedules our annual Vacation Bible School, and more. Their meetings are
on the second Sunday of the month, immediately following worship. Mission and Outreach,
chaired in 2025 by Laura Phipps, oversees our involvement with and benevolent giving to
causes beyond our church walls such as Pasadena Community Ministries, Project Joy and
Hope, and Habitat for Humanity. This ministry also has a role to play in the special
denominational offerings that are collected four times a year and in outreach that we do as
a congregation, such as Taco and a Prayer. Mission and Outreach meets on the second
Monday of the month at 1:00 at church. The Stewardship Ministry, headed by Brett Coe,
oversees the upkeep of our facility and grounds and the finances of the church.
Stewardship meets on the Wednesday prior to the session meeting each month at 2:00 at
the church. Our Worship and Music Ministry sounds self-explanatory. This ministry also
oversees the chancel flowers, the Hanging of the Greens, and the recruitment of people to
light the candles on the Advent wreath each year. In 2025 it will be chaired by Barry Webb.
Worship meets by Zoom on the first Monday of each month.

All of these ministries are open to new members. Speak to one of the ministry
chairs if you are interested in getting more involved. You will be enthusiastically welcomed!
Like everything else in life, the more engaged each of us is in the church, the more our life
is blessed. Pray for our ministries and be a blessing to others!

Grace and peace to you all,

; :31@;,,{;{_.

The Rev. Dr. Fairfax F. Fair, pastor



FPC OFFICERS

ELDERS
Class of 2024
Brett Coe
Donna Gilchrest
Bonnie Keith
Tom Swan
Class of 2025
James Jackson
Roy Kreitz
Pat McPhail
Laura Phipps
Class of 2026
Sarah Brown
Betsy Marlow
Jason Reed
Barry Webb
Class of 2027
Brett Coe
Kashif Dean
Nancy Saldivar
Milo Wharry

DEACONS
Class of 2024
Donna Coe
Rhonda Haskins
Elois Murray
James Taylor
Class of 2025
Imelda Carrillo
Cappy Phipps
Liz Reed
Karen Schimnowski
Class of 2026
Samantha Cayton
David Kirkpatrick
Claudia Kreitz
Dolores Thacker
Class of 2027
Lavinia Brown
Shannon English
Carol Parks
Karen Taylor

TRUSTEES
Class of 2024
Brett Coe
Class of 2025
Roy Kreitz
Class of 2026
Betsy Marlow

Clerk’s Corner
by Bonnie Keith, Clerk of Session

The Session of First Presbyterian Church, Pasadena, Texas, met in a stated meeting on
Monday, November 18, 2024, in the Fellowship Hall.
The following action items were taken.

Brett Coe, Kashif Dean, Nancy Saldivar, elders elect for the class of 2027, and Lavinia
Brown, Shannon English, Carol Parks, and Karen Taylor, deacons elect for the class of
2027 introduced themselves and shared their faith journeys. After a time for questions, a
motion to sustain the examinations was approved.
The session approved the installationfordination of new officers on January 5, 2025,
during worship.
The session confirmed the email vote to elect Laura Phipps and Barry Webb as
commissioners to the Presbytery of New Covenant meeting at First Presbyterian Church
of Galveston on November 16, 2024,
The session approved minutes of the stated session meeting on October 21, 2024.
The communion dates for 2025 were approved, as follows: January 19, February 16,
March 16, April 17-Maundy Thursday, May 18, June 15, July 20, August 17, September 21,
October 5—World Communion Sunday, November 2—All Saints’ Day, December 24—
Christmas Eve, and homebound Communion to be served as needed.
The session approved that Dr. Fair be authorized to do baptisms at her discretion in
2025.
The session approved sending $500 from budget line item 912a for Special Outreach
Programs to Project Joy and Hope.
Session approved calling the annual meeting of the congregation for February 9, 2025.
Session approved electing Bonnie Keith to serve as Clerk of Session for 2025.
Session approved ministry assignments as follows:
Caring: Betsy Marlow, chair (2026); Pat McPhail (2025); Jason Reed (2026)
Discipleship: James Jackson, chair (2025); Sarah Brown (2026); Kashif Dean (2027)
Mission and Outreach: Laura Phipps, chair (2025); Milo Wharry (2027)
Stewardship: Brett Coe, chair (2027); Roy Kreitz (2025)
Worship and Music: Barry Webb, chair (2026); Nancy Saldivar (2027)

The following reports were given.

The current membership is 194.

Brett reported that the October income was $42, 258.70. The expenses were $42,453.69
with a new loss of $194.99 for October. A little over $7000 was received in the special
offering to defray the cost of building maintenance. November 17 was Pledge Sunday, A
number of pledge cards were turned in and more are expected.

Laura Phipps presented a report on the meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant
that was held on November 16, 2024, at First Presbyterian Church, Galveston.

Barbara reminded elders that the due date for newsletter articles was the 20th of the
month and that the next newsletter would be for December/January. Articles need to
be sent to both Barbara at office@fpcpasadena.org and Betty at
office2@fpcpasadena.org.

Brown Bag & Bible Study led by Rev. Dr. Fairfax Fair meets Wednesdays at noon in the

Fellowship Hall. Everyone is invited to bring their lunch and join in this well attended study!



Brett Coe

Lavinia Brown

Installation and Ordination of Incoming 2027 Officers
January 5, 2025—DURING WORSHIP

Shannon English

Carol Parks

Karen Taylor

FPC 2024 Remaining Calendar Dates

Communion Dates
*Third Sunday unless noted
December 24—Christmas Eve

Session Meetings
*Third Monday unless noted

No December Meeting

Deacon’s Meetings
*Third Sunday unless noted
No December Meeting

Holiday Schedule
Office Closed
December 25—Christmas

FPC 2025 CALENDAR DATES

Communion Dates
*Third Sunday unless noted
January 19
February 16
March 16
+April 17—Maundy Thursday
May 18
June 15
July 20
August 17
September 21
*October 5—World Communion
*November 2—All Saints’
*December 24—Christmas Eve

Session Meetings

Deacon’s Meetings
*Third Monday unless noted

*Third Sunday unless noted

*January 13 January 19
*February 10 February 16
March 17 March 16
+April 14 *April 7?
May 19 May 18
June 16 June 15
No July Meeting No July Meeting
August 18 August 17
September 15 September 21
October 20 October 19
November 17 November 16

No December Meeting No December Meeting

Holiday Schedule
Office Closed
January 1—Federal Holiday
January 20—Federal Holiday
February 17—Federal Holiday
April 21—Easter Monday
May 26—Memorial Day
September 1—Labor Day
October 13—Federal Holiday
November 27—Thanksgiving
December 25—Christmas
Floater Day Off




YOUNG AT HEART BUS TRIPS
First Presbyterian Church4647 Preston Ave, Pasadena, TX 77505
(South parking lot at the corner of Preston & Crenshaw.)
All seniors, 55 and older, are invited to join us on these awesome trips!
Please contact Ruth Askine, 713-515-9248, ruthaskine@gmail.com.
Our buses are furnished free, for seniors, by Precinct 2, Harris County.
Register with Ruth and bring a friend!
We are limited to 26 passengers on the bus.
Please register early with Ruth for your trips!

Wednesday, December 11—Moody Gardens, Galveston, Texas
Bus loads at 2:45 pm, departs at 3:00 pm

Festival of Lights and Buffet dinner.
Cost—TBD (about $30.00 for Festival and dinner)
Friday, February 7, 2025—National Museum of Funeral History, Houston
Bus loads at 8:45 am, departs at 9:00 am

Lunch at Lupe Tortilla, Houston
Cost—$12.00, plus your lunch
Friday, March 21, 2025—Washington-on-the-Brazos State Historic Site Complex
Bus loads at 7:45 am, departs at 8:00 am

Lunch at Must Be Heaven, Brenham
Cost—$6:00, plus your lunch
Monday, May 5, 2025—Lanier Theological Library, Houston
Bus loads at 8:45 am, departs at 9:00 am

Lunch at Campioni Italian Restaurant, Houston
Cost your Lunch
Friday, June 27, 2025—Holocaust Museum Houston
Bus loads at 8:45 am, departs at 9:00 am

Lunch at Cleburne Cafeteria, Houston
Cost $16.00, plus your lunch

Young at Heart met on third Thursday and had a total of 13 Lucky friends. We heard prayers and meditation by
Helen Steiner Rice. We had two door prize drawings donated by Linda Ross and Joan G. Glenda K. and Ruth A.
were the recipients of many goodies (with all the calories thoughtfully removed). Ruth gave us a preview of trips
to come in the new year. (Yes, it’s almost December). Then we heard from the Centerfold of the Fireman’s 2025
calendar, Jean Johnston. We’re so sorry that you fell, Jean, and most thankful that you weren’t hurt. But we’re
even more grateful for the story!!!! We retired to the game tables, with thanks to Marvin who always sets out our
games. Elois and Brian took the first Hand and Foot game, and Liz and Nancy the second. Jean and | let them win.
There was a lot of noise from the Chickenfoot game, so | think they all won! Glenda went to Marcos and got all
the specials, and they were enjoyed by everyone. Thank you, Glenda. It was a fun day, and we hope you will come
visit with us next month, December 19th, at 10:00 am. Let’s bring sandwiches, salads or desserts! Elois has the
door prize. Hugs, Joan
Matthew 22:37-39

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your mind.

This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor

as yourself.”




Bethlehem Market
For the 18th year, First Presbyterian can be your
one stop shopping spot for Christmas! If you need
a unique gift for someone who has everything,
then why not shop at the Bethlehem Market? The
Bethlehem Market is an alternative gift market
where you can select mission “gifts” in honor of
someone which range from providing help for
people displaced by disasters to buying a flock of
chickens to providing personal necessities for a
veteran and more. You donate to your favorite
mission, and you will be given a gift card to send
to the person you are honoring.
¢ You may “shop” before and after the worship
service on December 8, 15, and 22.
¢ You may mail or putin the secure mailbox your
form and a check written to the church and
receive acknowledgement cards through the
mail.

The forms are in the narthex and this newsletter,
and on the church website.

Thank you for shopping with us!

Pasadena Commumty Ministries is always in need of
food, especially at this time of year. If you would like
to make a monetary donation, please mail or drop in
the secure box at church a check made out to First
Presbyterian Church with the designation PCM. You
may also donate at fpcpasadena.org under Donate,
then send an email to kimberly@fpcpasadena.org so
she can direct the donation to PCM.
PCM Current Hours: Tuesday/Thursday g am-12 pm

Happy Birthdayl

December Javuary
4 Elois Wurray 4 Jeavie Falls
¢ Curtis Berridge 5 Cindy Berridge
7 Imsaal Pean 5 Beth Council
7 Al Pickman 5 DaltonRice
& Nolan Covington 7 Edith Langdon
12 Chrissi Ellis ? DrewReed
14 Bud Cammack & JasonReed
15 Amy Burke 12 Waurice Barelay
16 Lyles Burke 15 Eliza English
16 Josephive Carter 20 Thomas Hoffman
1® Roger Williams 22 Lou Awne Sivor
21 Patricia McPhail 22 Welva Slaven
23 WargaretRobison 22 Dylan Duggan
24 Nawey Saldivar 2% LizReed
24 Emma Abrams 30 Awna Liza Cadriel
21 Joy Webb
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b SAVE YOUR ‘THESE DAYS' MAGAZINES

¢ Please return your gently used ‘These Days’ to the
¢ collection area in the narthex. Imelda Carrillo will
« deliver them to the Pasadena City Jail.

o o e e

Sunday School @ FPC
Sunday Morning Bible Study—8:45 am in the Library. Led by Mark Corder.

Stepping Out in Faith—Bride's Room & Zoom (contact Bonnie Keith for the Zoom link). Pat Abrams
leads the study: 2 Corinthians for Everyone, by N. T. Wright.

Current Christianity—Room #8. Mark Clemmons leads the current study of the book Undefendable:
How Just One Change Can Make All of Life Better, by Brant Hansen.

Kindergarten through 5th grade—Room #7. Led by Bonnie Keith and Donna Gilchrest.

6th-12th grade—Room #10. Led by James Jackson and Brian Davis.

5



The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets Tuesdays from
1:30 to 3 pm in Room #10 and Zoom. During this time
they crochet and knit, teach others these skills, and pray for
others. The results of their efforts are prayer shawls that
are gifted to those who are going through a hard time.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry also makes warm hats and
scarfs for the homeless, and seafarers coming into the Port
of Houston. To join Zoom, email office@fpcpasadena.org.

FPC 85TH ANNIVERSARY :

Save the Date: OCTOBER 12, 2025 :

Remembering—Reflecting—Rejoicing! !

e The 85th committee meet next on January 15 in Room |

#10 Look for the 85th Anniversary table each Sunday|

for a variety of items to purchase with all proceeds:

going to the 85th Anniversary Fund. :

¢ Do you have a special memory of anyone at FPC overI

the years? Write 3-4 sentences about a saint among us.|

past or present, submit it to office@fpcpasadena. orgn
or drop it by the office.

For more information
Contact Natica (chair) at 713-933-9082, or
Ruth (co-chair) at 713-515-9248.

B ettt |

Cut-Ups 2024-2025
Monday Lunch 11:30 Cut-Ups Craft 1:00

Dec2 Johnny Tamales Craft Sticks
Jan6  Brown Bear Diner  Wire Basket Container
Feb3 Cheddar’s Fly Swatter
Mar3 Savannah’s Carrot Plaque
Apr7  Ernie’s Rabbit
May 5 Chicken Salad Chick USA Plaque

Cut-Ups meet in Room #9 ++++ Liz Reed 832-256-5814

***No YOGA CLASSES IN JANUARY***
YOGA@FPC
Led by Carey Coker
Two Ways to Grow in Flexibility & Strength
Join a Yoga class to exercise
the mind and the body!
Stand Up/Chair Yoga
Tuesday & Thursday 5:00 pm
Regular Mat Yoga
{(bring your own mat)
Tuesday & Thursday 6:15 pm
Wear comfortable clothing/bring a water bottle.
Cost — $5.00/class
Classes meet in the Fellowship Hall.

EMen s Breakfast at FPC meets next on Saturday, }

FDecember 21st, 8 am in the Fellowship Hall for a

5 hearty breakfast and excellent fellowship!

EMen s Breakfast typically meet the LAST Saturday {
i of every month. Except in November and Decem-

; ber, they meet on the third Saturday.

i First breakfast in 2025 is the /ast Saturday, January
: 25th at 8 am.
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Early Childhood Program
2024 2025 School Calendar
October 2024
October 14: No School—Columbus Day
November 2024
November 25-29: No School—Thanksgiving Break
December 2024
December 10, 6 pm—Christmas Program
December 18: Last day of school before Christmas Break
December 19-January 7: Christmas Break
January 2025
January 8: Classes resume
January 20: No School—MLK Holiday
February 2025
February 17: No School—President’s Day
March 2025
March 17-21: No School—Spring Break
April 2025
April 18: No School—Good Friday
April 21: No School—Easter Monday
May 2025
May 14: Pre-K Graduation &
Last Day of School

FPC Nursery on Sundays
Whenever there are children in the nursery, Yulissa

Delgado, our Sunday nursery attendant, needs another
adult to join her as she cares for our littles during
worship. Let Donna Gilchrest know if you are willing and
she will let you know when you are needed. Thanks!

NF

UNHANGING ofthe Greens ::i“;

On Sunday, December 29th, following \:“'
worship, please plan on staying after t%
church for about an hour to Unhang the
Q‘ Greens and prepare the church for the
New Year. With the help of many hands ‘w-,‘
we typically finish by 1 pm.



BRUNCH & BOOK GROUP
FriDay, DECEMBET 13, 202, 6-9PM

We will celebrate Christmas and enjoy food, fun and fellowship together!

Friday, December 13—at 6 pm—~Christmas Pot-Luck Dinner and Crazy Book Exchange Party!!
Bring your spouse, or a friend. Also, bring a wrapped good book for the exchange. And... a dish for
the dinner.

Fellowship Hall

Saturday, January 18—An American Story: Everyone’s Invited, by Wilmer Valderrama

“The remarkable true story of a young immigrant from Venezuela who had a dream to change
the world, a talent for entertaining, and a determined spirit to build a new life, taking as many as
possible with him on the journey.”
Fellowship Hall

Saturday, February 15—James, a novel by Percival Everett
“ A brilliant, action-packed reimagining of Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, both harrowing
and darkly humorous, told from the enslaved Jim’s point of view.”

NOTE: We also take a special time at the end of each book discussion to continue “A Minute for Members”,
in which one of us gives a brief telling of some personal background and history.

BOOKS RECOMMENDED by our Book Group friends for your reading...
People of the Book, a historical novel b Geraldine Brooks
The Hundred Foot Journey, by Richard C. Morais
The Demon of Unrest, by Erik Larson

V. PRESBYTERIAN
' DISASTER ASSISTANCE is currently responding to the devastation from Hurricanes

Milton, Helene, Beryl, Debby, and Tropical Storm Ernesto. The current need is great. If you
can, please donate to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance through our website at fpcpasadena.org. Checks may also
be made to the church with the designation PDA. OUT OF CHAOS, HOPE




Seafarer Christmas Boxes — Christmas 2024 Update

Boxes, boxes, where to put them all? What a wonderful problem for the hardworking chaplains
and staff of the Seafarer Center to have, and they want the problem to increase with even more
boxes! You can still add boxes if you have not finished yours. Stocking caps are still available and
plastic shoe boxes become an extra gift for the seafarer.

When the 76 boxes that were lovingly prepared by both congregation members individually and
the ladies of the Presbyterian Women were delivered to the Seafarer Center, it brought the total of
boxes received to 3,356 thus far. However, the chaplains and staff of the center are hoping for at
least another 5,000 or more boxes to come in over the course of the next few weeks.

As can be seen looking at the floor, the chapel at the center is almost half full with a pile that is
six foot high. The boxes from our church ended up stacked directly in front of the alter and are ready
to be bagged for delivery.

Hallways, the center board room, under tables and any other empty space becomes a place to
store boxes.

Every single box shown and all of the rest that will come in will be distributed by the chaplains to
grateful seafarers until the supply runs out. This starts on the Monday after Thanksgiving and
seafarers, especially non-Christian seafarers, are amazed to receive a gift such as this.

The Houston Seafarer Center has a world wide reputation for outstanding generosity and
wonderful facilities for seafarers to rest and relax while they are in port.




Current Activities at FPC ...

(see bulletin, newsletter, or fpcpasadena.org for more details)
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Worship—Sundays at 10:30 am
Sunday School Classes for ALL—g am
*Yoga—Tuesday & Thursday—Chair Yoga 5-6 pm, FH*
*Yoga—Tuesday & Thursday—Mat Yoga 6:15-7:15 pm, FH*

*Yoga will NOT meet in January—resumes February 4, 2025

Tell you Friends and
Neighbors about the:

Brown Bag & Bible—Wednesday @ noon, FH
Prayer Shawl—Wednesdays 1-3 pm, Room #10
Choir—Wednesdays 7-8 pm

Chain Stitchers (Quilting)}—Thursdays 12-3 pm and 6-9 pm, FH

Men’s Breakfast at Frank’s Grill—Thursdays 7:30 am
Intercessory Prayer—Thursdays 1:30 pm, Library
Handbells—Sundays 12:15-1:15, Room #11

MONTHLY ACTIVITIES

1st Sunday Lunch after worship
Communion—3rd Sunday during worship

Session Meeting—3rd Monday 6:45 pm, FH
Ministry Meetings—throughout the month

Presbyterian Women—2nd Tuesday Day Circle—10 am, FH
PW Night Circle—6:30 pm, FH

Cut-Ups—ist Monday 1-3 pm, Room #9
Young @ Heart—3rd Thursday 10-noon, FH
Book Group—3rd Saturday 10-noon, FH

Men’s Breakfast—Last Saturday/month 8 am, FH
November/December meet on 3rd Saturday

OCCASIONAL ACTIVITIES
Young at Heart Bus Trip

Under the porte cochéreis a
whimsical flower sculpture
garden surrounding a Little
Free Library providing book-
sharing for the community.

Next:

Jans
Jan19

Jan13

=oski e e . mas

Jan14 —
Drop by and browse, take a

book, bring a book, or rest on

Jan 6 the bench and enjoy a book.

Jan 16
Jan18
Jan 25

Feb 7

The Intercessory Prayer Group invites you to pray for the
following members...

Sandy Boriack; Dave Bray; Carol Brown; Lavinia Brown;
Sarah Brown; Amy & Lyles Burke & family; Anna Liza
Cadriel; Bud Cammack; Arthur Cardenas; Imelda Carrillo;
Josephine Carter; Samantha Cayton & Karen Lancer; Faye
Chapman; Tom & Barbara Chitwood; Don R. Christopher;
John Christopher; Jeff Clark; Marvin Clark; Mark & Terri
Clemmons; Brett & Donna Coe; Mark & Janis Corder; Beth
Council; Clay, Shelley, Nolan & Olivia Covington

Our Thoughts and Prayers are with...

Health concerns: Emma & Pat Abrams; Jim Tinney;
Frank & Glenda Kucera; Mike & Susan Wallace; Anne
Berridge; Laura Neal Hatridge; Kay Hutson; Imelda
Carrillo. Those who are homebound; People of
Ukraine; Baywood Crossing residents and staff.

Loss of loved one: Nola Bray died 12/4/2025.

Those serving with the Military:

Teresa Haltom; Chris Haltom; Zachary Guillory;
Matthew Knapik; Brandon Waggett
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Mission Statement

"Our mission is to live and share the good news of God’s fove, grace, and mercy in Jesus Christ,
to equip people for discipleship and service, and to work for social justice and peace.”

First Presbyterian Church

4647 Preston Avenue
Pasadena, TX 77505
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